QNTARIO
DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND FORESTS

LAKE OF BAYS

District of Muskoka - Townships of Sherborne, Ridout,
Mebeen, Frankiin, 8runel

PHYSICAL DATA

LATITUDE 45° 15 LONGITUDE 78° 00*
SURFACE AREA 17,428 acres . VOLUME 1,270,809 acre feet
HEIGHT ABOVE

SEA LEVEL 1,035 feet PERIMETER 106 miles
MAXIMUM DEPTH 230 feet MEAN DEPTH 73 foet

ORIGIN OF NAME

The Indians apparantly cailed it Num g & low 2 nae g 50 mark lak a hagan which means Lake
of Forks. David Thompson treversed the loke in 1837 and a map of the lake drawn by him
refers to it as Fork'ed Lake, On Septamber 5, 1837 he mentions catching lake trout in the lake.
In 1853 a report of a gealogical survey refers to the laice as Lake of Bays, Thomas Moffatt,
agent for the Hudsons Bay Company (Moffatt reports an outpost on Bigwin siand) refers

to it as Trading Lake.

LAKE CHARACTERISTICS :

Lake of Bays is a deep, cold, infertile lake (total dissatved solids value of 208 parts per mil-
lion} which forms an important part of the Muskoka watershed. Despita its size, the basin
shapes, low fertility and almost continual flushing combire to make it only moderatsly pro-
dugctive, At the time of the survey tha lake was well stratified. The surface layer, thirty feet
in depth, had & temperature of 68° F. Below this layer the tsmperature dropped rapidly to
45" F. Lake of Bays water is clear. The maximum secchi disc reading obtained was 28 feet,

FiSH SPECIES PRESENT ‘
Laks trout, brook trout, rsinbow trout, smalfmouth bass, whitefish, Jaka herring, white
sucker, longnose sucker, burbot, yellow perch, trout perch, rainbow sme!t, brown bulthead,
fathead minnow, bluntnose minnow, commeon shiner, blacknose shiner, northern redbelty

dace, brook stickishack, pearl dace, creek chub,

FISHING

Tha lake is fishad by cottagers, local residents and meny visitors to the erea. Lake trout and
smallmouth bass are the main sports species and the lake has produced a number of trophy
take trout in excess of twanty fiounds. These trout are difficult to cateh, and raquire heavy
trolling eguipment onee the lake warms up. The summer lake trout fisherman also needs a
great deai of patience, Smalimouth bass are taken in siemmertime in the shallower water
sround the shores and on shoals. During the winter the iake provides winter flshing for lake
trout and whitefish. The whitefish are siow growing. Smelts are Frequantly taken in the wintar

as are burbot. Winter fishermen are required to register their fish huts,

AGCCESS AND FACILITIES

Lake of Bays is readily accessible 13 miles from Huntsville via Highways 80 and 35 to

Dwight, Baysvilie, 14 miles east of Highway 11 on Highway 118 and Dorsat, 25 miles from
Huntyville on Highway 35 and 35 miles north of Minden on Highway 35. Boat lsunching
facilities ave available at Dorset and Dwight. Docking facilities are available a: Dorset, Rabbit
Bay {near Dorset), Gienmount, {south shore] Dwvight, South Portage and Baysville, The Lake
of Bays area is well andowed with resorts, motels and hotsls, Details of these accommodations

may be obtained through the Huntsville Chamber of Commerce. ‘

SURVEY DATE '
MAY 6 — AUGUST. 20, 1989,

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS VALID AS OF AUGUST, 1969
CONDITIONS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
COPLES OF THIS MAP ARE AVAILABLE AT

LOCAL DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND FORESTS OFEICES.
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